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The Controversy In Conservation 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 I was only a few years old when I was introduced to conservation through the “Save 
the Whales” campaigns, hearing about Greenpeace and their physical confrontations with 
whalers. As I grew up and traveled through the forests of the Western U.S., large areas of 
trees were pointed out to me, saved from the spiking of trees by “eco-terrorists” rather 
than legislation. It was the wild west of conservation tactics. Of course this was long 
before the digital networking era of social networks and emails, and long before 
conservation became such a real money-maker. The goal was simple, save an animal or 
piece of the environment no matter what it took, using legal and illegal means if 
necessary. Although the tactics were very similar to today, it didn’t seem as widespread. 
But the bubble was much bigger then.  
 The first question should be asked, “Do we really need conservation?” Using scientific 
definition, the human species is considered to have a parasitic relationship with our 
planet. By the very nature of our existence, there are no naturally occurring by-products 
that we create which benefit our surrounding ecosystems. Many arguments have been 
made over the years about, “Centuries ago natives lived in harmony.” Yet as archeologists 
and historians delve deeper, more proof of a long history of parasitism by natives is 
uncovered. American Indians were known to run Buffalo off cliffs in the hundreds and 
possibly thousands, as well as use fire to purposely change landscapes unnaturally. 
Indigenous tribes in Malaysia were found to over-exploit Birds-of-Paradise, with a real 
possibility they were solely responsible for population decreases and perhaps even some 
species extinction. In fact, more evidence continues to point to the only reason more 
impacts did not occur was due to the limited population. During the birth of Christ,  
year 0, the world’s population was less than the entire U.S. population today, and in the 
approximately 50 years during the industrial revolution, it jumped from 750 million to 
the first billion. Now, in just a bit over 200 years, the world population has multiplied by 
seven-fold, more than doubling since I was child, and is projected to double again before I 
die. The demand and encroachment into the natural world is unprecedented. In the time 
of four generations, our planet will experience the largest species extinction since the 
dinosaurs. So until the taboo topic of population control is addressed, it makes sense that 
the fight for conservation is not only a necessity, but needs to be a priority.       
         …continued on page 2 
 

German wind farm    Alaskan pipeline  

– Chris Hartzell 
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 When the word “War” is used, one thinks of two countries using military grade weapons fighting over territory, not a war 
over trees or animals. Yet, the reality is conservation has become a war, using as many laws and weapons as the global country 
conflicts today. The high-paying price for mythical medicinal products such as rhino horn and shark fin have now become a 
TRILLION-dollar industry, backed by governments at a military level. Last year NatGeo reported that on average worldwide 
two rangers die at the hands of poachers per week. 2012 ended with an entire squad of rangers professionally gunned down 
while in their own camp. The suspects? Government backed poachers. The “Shark-fin Mafia,” most recently known for their 
threat to TV figure Chef Gordon Ramsey, operates through more than a half-dozen countries and makes Capone look like a 
petty shoplifter. And while Japanese and Sea Shepherd vessels ram each other, military mines used by poachers are taking out 
rangers in Mozambique. It has escalated to such a degree that in 2012 U.S. Special Forces involving current and former Navy 
SEALS and Green Berets were recruited for anti-poaching efforts in Africa. They reported their adversaries were equipped and 
operating at a professional military level. Meanwhile, the war-type use of lobbying and litigation rages in the background. The 
court battles over everything from Canadian seal killings to the Keystone pipeline are just as fierce, costing billions per year.  
 But the sides of this war have become completely convoluted. Other than the clear cut enemy of poachers, it is difficult to 
figure out who is who. At first one would think of those killing animals as the enemy. Yet, a majority of hunters understand 
management and play a key role in it. Ducks Unlimited (DU), an organization that revolves around hunting, is the world’s 
leader in preserving and restoring habitat. In the last 50 years, more money was spent (tens of billions), more acres preserved 
(over 12 million), and more legislation passed by DU than most of the dedicated conservation organizations combined.  
 The U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service (FWS) has been entrusted to watch over and protect the species of this land, with the 
Endangered Species Act a primary tool. Yet, threats continue to go ignored. Wind farms have shown to be detrimental to 
birds, but FSW continues to make allowances even with opposing evidence. Bald Eagles, after being given the most extensive 
protection in 1782 when it was declared the National Symbol, received the biggest hit last year by the very agency entrusted to 
protect it. The FWS extended the 5-year take permits to 30 years! A project does not have to be re-evaluated on the number of 
eagle kills for three decades, about the same amount of time the Passenger Pigeon went from 5 billion to extinct.  
 So who do we turn to? In the 80’s when I was battling offshore oil-drilling, letters/petitions and non-profits were a strong 
way to make headway. But like everything else, among the many orgs that are effective, like the Center for Biological 
Diversity, others have become clouded by misdirected monetary priorities or governed by “armchair conservationists.” 
Greenpeace once spent a majority of their money on field campaigns. Today “administrative costs” (i.e. salaries) are the highest 
ever while field campaigns the lowest. Recently the organization chose to spend donations on a custom made 18 million dollar 
sailboat, which has been scheduled for three years of fundraising campaigns. Meanwhile, other non-profits are doing even 
worse. Some rake in undisclosed amounts under the guise of “non-profit 501(c),” with no paperwork holding them accountable 
to their donors. Some take extravagant trips to swim with dolphins or travel to the Galapagos calling them part of the program 
when in reality they are personal leisure trips on donor dimes. Research has clouded the transparency even further. The race to 
acquire diminishing grant money pushes unneeded, unwarranted, and sometimes flat out false research. It is not uncommon 
nowadays to come across studies that have no scientific backing or peer review, again at the cost of donations. And the worst 
cases are those non-profits that are so short-sighted they cause harm in their efforts to do good. The Scimitar Oryx is extinct in 
the wild, but thrived in well-managed hunting herds in Texas. The farming of them resulted in thousands and was heading 
toward re-populating them in the wild. But in 2011, an animal rights group was successful in overturning laws, resulting in the 
collapse of the farms and the elimination of the animals. An effort to protect will most likely now doom them to extinction. 
 The invention of the internet and social media has only diminished the effectiveness of petitions. A true “over-saturation” 
has occurred. When I was growing up, petitions were in the single digits per year. Although the real numbers are difficult to 
find, evidence points towards as many as 200 new petitions are created per day. What is worse, a majority of the petitions are 
incorrectly compiled, inaccurate, addressed to the wrong people, and many are redundant. This has resulted in what I call, 
“Petition Numbness.” So many issues, so many causes, so many needs, people slowly have just stopped caring.  
 It all sounds like a massive doomsday scenario. To a degree it is. So what is the average person to do? It is important not to 
get overwhelmed and to pick one topic at a time. Like painting a house, as a whole it seems too big a project. But pick a corner 
and just start working based on your time and energy, eventually you’ve accomplished more than you thought you could. This 
is what I believe is the key to our success in conservation…one part at a time. Pick a topic that appeals to you and spend time 
checking out the people and organizations involved in it. Find one that allows access to its finances and is transparent as to how 
they are used. Make sure they are providing a means to evaluate how your money was spent. Pay attention to the details of 
petitions by making sure they contain the correct information and are directed to the right people. Don’t subscribe to 
notifications of new causes, it will just be overwhelming. Recognize “oversaturation” and limit your actions to effective means 
that will keep you out of the trap of it. The world of conservation today is not clear. But it is a war that we cannot afford to 
lose. It takes a few with time to lead action, but it is the masses with just a little time to sign key petitions and letters, or donate 
a few key dollars that become the real army that will make the difference. This army starts with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

-Chris Hartzell   
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Laguna Grande Park rehabilitation project 
 The summer of 2013, Monterey City began a project to clear LG Park of illegal activities which were growing in nature. 
The project was to remove all low-level vegetation. However, this would destroy the key habitat that allows the park to be 
one of the best birding sites in Monterey County. With an immediate threat to one of his favorite parks, Vice President Chris 
Hartzell contacted Monterey and Seaside with a plan to rehabilitate the park in a manner that solves their problems while still 
maintaining key habitat. Seaside City has been difficult to deal with and there is still no forward progress. However, Chris is 
happy to report that Monterey City, through an excellent cooperation, has finished the first phase of the rehabilitation project 
in the one acre area within their jurisdiction known as the Virgin Ave. patch. 
 At first glance, it will look like the rehabilitation is more of a demolition. However, 
many of the areas that look gutted are due to the removal of the extensive invasive 
species that took hold (Ivy and Acacia) and threatened the long-term health of the park, 
as well as the removal of dead vegetation from the illegal clearing. There were only four 
live willow trees removed, all were less than 8 inches in diameter. There were 
approximately 10 large willows that had been cut and killed by illegal activities and the 
removal of these along with the other killed vegetation resulted in a good portion of the 
visible clearing.  
 The future is to now allow native plant growth to occur naturally and allow the wide 
paths to become more like nature trails. We are working with all the responsible  
agencies to pursue a similar rehabilitation to the South end in Seaside’s area and the hope is that in a few years, all of Laguna 
Grande Park will be healthy and public use will be safer and more enjoyable. 
  

Resort complexes threaten Snowy Plovers in Critical Habitat 
Two proposed large-scale resort and condominium complexes sited near Sand City, on the shores of Monterey Bay, pose an 
existential threat to the local population of Western Snowy Plovers. In recent decades, as sand-mining and industry left the 
dunes of Monterey’s sandy shore, Snowy Plovers and native plants reclaimed them. Southern Monterey Bay is now so 
important to the survival and recovery of the plovers that most of it was designated as critical habitat by the US Fish and 
Wildlife Service. Now more than 500 units of resort rooms, condo units and vast expanses of parking lots are proposed for 
the dunes in the form of two sprawling beachfront resorts. One project-“Monterey Shores”- now approved by the California 
Coastal Commission, is currently being challenged by the developer's financial backers who claim default. The other- “the 
Collections” is being more heavily scrutinized by California Coastal commissioners. Monterey Audubon and its partners will 
continue to strenuously oppose these ecologically disastrous projects. Neither development has yet received the scrutiny of 
the Federal Courts tasked with upholding the Endangered Species Act. 
  

Mega Solar Facilities in Threatened Grasslands 
Both Monterey and San Benito County are the proposed sites for what would be two of the largest solar energy plants in the 
State of California. And while solar energy is one of the most climate-sensitive means of energy production, both the Panoche 
Valley solar array in San Benito and the “California Flats” project in Monterey’s Cholame Valley, could have ruinous impacts 
on sensitive wildlife populations. Both facilities would be built in ecologically critical grasslands that are home to rare wildlife 
like the San Joaquin Kit Fox, Red-legged Frogs, Golden Eagles, Ferruginous Hawks, Mountain Plover, Prairie Falcons and 
Blunt-nosed Leopard Lizard, to name just a few. The Panoche Valley project was challenged unsuccessfully in State Court by 
Santa Clara Valley Audubon and local ranchers, and financially supported by Monterey Audubon.  Neither project yet has the 
approval of both the state and federal wildlife agencies charged with protecting the species that will be impacted. Whether or 
not that approval is granted may be as much of a political question as a scientific one.  
  

Regional Parks Secures Permanent Protections for Monterey Pine Forest 
Monterey Peninsula Regional Parks recently purchased more than 800 acres of endemic Monterey Pine forest in the Jacks 
Peak area from Pebble Beach Company. The deal was, in part, facilitated through many years of advocacy by local 
conservationists and environmental groups, including Monterey Audubon. The new park will be named in honor of 
legendary local environmentalist Joyce Stevens, a long -time and tenacious champion of the acquisition. While this victory 
will help slow the conversion of ecologically precious forests to residential and commercial use, the fate of other critically 
important forest parcels in the area remains unclear.  Several dozen acres of forest in the area of Viejo Road, near Iris 
Canyon, are currently proposed for significant commercial development. 

 

 

 

LOCAL CONSERVATION ISSUES 
 

FUNDRAISING CAMPAIGN 
FOR LAGUNA GRANDE 

Monterey Audubon has a tax-
deductible dollar-for-dollar 
fundraising campaign for 

future amenities as part of the 
LG Park rehabilitation. To find 
out more, check out the public 

notice on our website 
www.montereyaudubon.org. 

 

http://www.montereyaudubon.org/lg_park_public_notice.pdf
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All About Optics 
  he two most optically fundamental pieces of equipment for a nature watcher are binoculars and scope. There are many 
resources to educate yourself on all the numbers, but let’s talk about the basics of what to really look for when checking out 
specifications. First there is 8x42. The 8 is zoom and means 8 times the naked eye. For birding 8 is best because 10 limits your 
viewing area and less doesn’t give enough zoom. In scopes, it is best to have an eyepiece 20-40x or 20-60x. 42 is the objective 
lens diameter in mm. Simply put, this is the amount of light. This is where your preference will come in on weight vs. image. 
42 gives a nice bright image, but expect binocs to be larger and weigh around 1.5lbs or more. 25 gives a dim image, but the 
pair can be about half a pound and fit in your pocket. In scopes, 60 is the dimmer side, with 80 being bright. Field of View is 
probably next most important. This is how much territory you can see. There are three ways this is conveyed today and all are 
essentially interchangeable: FOV in feet @1000 yards, Wide Angle Viewing in degrees, or Angle of View in degrees. A typical 
8x42 should be around FOV 330ft, 56 degrees Wide Angle, or 6.9 degrees AOV. In scopes, a typical 20-60xX80 should be 
around FOV 110-50ft, 60-40 degrees Wide Angle, or 2.0-1.0 degrees AOV. The next important factor is minimum focal 
distance. A typical 8x42 is around 7ft, with a scope about 15ft. For a long time the prism type was very important, but today’s 
technology puts them all very similar. Porro are offset and the most durable while roof prisms give the binocular a streamlined 
shape. They are so close in performance, don’t rule out a great pair of binoculars based on them. Nitrogen filled anti-fog proof 
multi-coated lenses are extremely important, but have become almost a standard in all optics, so only rule out a pair if it 
doesn’t say so in the specs. When picking optics, be sure to compare all the same figures and don’t get lost with all the technical 
jargon. Buying refurbished or used is perfectly fine and the last item to consider is what kind of warranty does the optic have. 
Everyone has different tastes in viewing and you shouldn’t get locked into the best optic is the most expensive. For a decade I 
was very successful with my cheap compact 10x25 binocs and used 65mm scope. They fit my needs for what I was doing.  

Scope vs. Camera 
  common thought among many birders trying to document sightings is, “How can I use my camera as a scope?” The most 
common place this comes to mind is during land-based seabirding. You identify a rare alcid flying by in your scope, but how do 
you capture an image for documentation?  
 The first question is: what is the scope’s equivalency in a camera lens? There is a complicated equation to use to figure it out 
exactly, but the rule of thumb version is: a 65-80mm scope with a 20x-60x eyepiece is roughly the equivalent to 
1000mm-4000mm in a camera lens. If you have a big enough lens with adapters, then it is possible to simply re-create that by 
using your complete camera setup. However, few people can afford such big glass. So what is one to do? There are two ways to 
digiscope: with a point-and-shoot (P&S) or with a DSLR.  
 Use of a P&S is easy and there are many brackets to accomplish this. However, the 
trade-off is the image must be viewed through the reduced clarity LCD screen, and if it is 
bright out, accurate identification of the bird can be near impossible. 
 The alternative is to adapt a DSLR directly to the scope. Some scopes allow the 
rubber eyepiece to be unscrewed, and using a step-down ring, The DSLR lens can be 
adapted directly to the scope’s eyepiece. If the eyepiece cannot be removed, a bracket 
must be acquired to hold the camera in a firm position against the eyepiece, which will 
take more time and effort to figure out. 
 But now what lens should be used? The idea is to get as close to the normal eye view as possible viewing into the scope.  
If using a full frame camera, any lens 35-50mm should be used. If using a crop-sensor camera, any lens 15-30mm.  
 So are there drawbacks? There are two. The first is that it becomes a bulky 
operation. However, with good bracketing it is possible to make the setup work 
simply and smoothly. The other and more significant drawback is loss of light. 
The setup can reduce the viewable brightness by as much as half in some cases, 
depending on camera and lens quality. But if light is good out, it won’t matter. 
 So is it all worth it? Well that depends on how important it is for you to 
capture the image. It probably won’t be an award-winning printable shot, but if  
it proves you saw the first record of a Southern Giant Petrel off California, then  
it was worth the drawbacks for figuring out the setup. 
 

OPTICAL EQUIPMENT WANTED! 
MAS has bird walks solely for the purpose of 
getting youth involved in birding. We are in 
need of binoculars, scopes, and tripods 
specifically for this purpose. If you have such 
an item that is in good working order and 
fully functional, but can be “gently used,” you 
can donate it tax-deductible to this cause. 
Please contact Robert Horn at 831-372-4608 
or email rhorn@montereybay.com. 
 

-Chris Hartzell   

Full frame camera w/ 50mm lens 
attached by 52-43mm step-down ring 

to scope eyepiece – Chris Hartzell 

A   

T  

-Chris Hartzell   Check out more:      allaboutoptics.com   spottingscopes.com/selectingspottingscope  
birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/scopes  birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/binoculars   binoculars.com/choosingbinoculars   

mailto:rhorn@montereybay.com
http://www.allaboutoptics.com/
http://www.spottingscopes.com/selectingspottingscopearticle.cfm
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/gear/scopes/
http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/gear/binoculars/
http://www.binoculars.com/binoculars/choosingbinocularsarticle.cfm
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Pigmentation Variations 
One of the most common subjects encountered with bird 
coloration is the variation of pigmentation.  
Here is a breakdown of the differences. 

 

Leucism – a.k.a. leukism, leucistic. A lack of pigmentation in 
feathers, primarily the dark ones. Noted by white, faint, or 
paler colored patches, but eyes, feet, and bill retain color. 
Symmetrical leucism is also called “pied.” 
Melanism – a.k.a. melanistic. Opposite of leucism, an excess 
of dark pigmentation in the feathers. Noted by overly dark 
or black markings, often allowing identification by color 
unreliable. Some birds can be completely dark or black with 
no discernable markings. NOTE: “Dark morphs” are a 
genetically regular and uniform variations of melanism. 
Albino – a.k.a. albinism, albinistic. A complete lack of 
pigmentation overall. Noted by being all white often with 
reddish or pink eyes and legs and a faint bill.  
 
 

A Fishy Owl 
An older story, but worth recording in the annals of history. 

IMPORTANT: Read the story before spending time 
examining the picture. 

 In August of 2010 I was contacted by Pt. Lobos 
Ranger Chuck Bancroft about a rare owl sighting. His first 
statement was, “I have pictures of a reported Snowy Owl 
at Pt. Lobos.” This would be an outstanding record and I 
immediately perked up. He proceeded to calm me down 
to hear the full story before showing me pictures. He said 
some older visitors from out of the area came to the office 
and reported the Snowy Owl. He grabbed his camera and 
headed out to search for the find. After several minutes 
scouring the area, Chuck spotted the all-white owl 
perched approximately 50 feet up in a large pine. He took 
a photo and blew it up and his excitement turned to 
bewilderment as it didn’t look quite right. He climbed the 
tree a bit and snapped this photo of the rare find.  
 After a well thrown pine 
cone, at the time of him 
telling me the story, the 
strange owl sat in his office. 
Whatever the motivation 
behind riskily climbing so 
high for such a unique 
practical joke, it is one of the 
more unusual bird stories I’ve 
ever heard of. 

Editor’s Farewell 
 I reflect back on this 10th and final edition as editor and feel good about accomplishing my goal of releasing educational 
and informational stories. I had great amounts of fun putting together each and every edition and it is tough to choose a 
favorite. The most timeless I think will be the Pelagic Edition (Summer 2013), with information that people can use for 
decades. As a wildlife photographer, I of course enjoyed the one dedicated to it (Winter 2014). One that I thought was 
particularly beautiful was the Birds in Art Edition (Summer 2014), with wonderful submissions accompanied by stunning art. 
The most educational for me was learning all about eBird (Spring 2014, follow up edition Fall 2014). But the edition that I 
think stands out the most was my first (Fall 2012), summarizing the history of both Monterey and National Audubon and  
why I, like many, are such avid “birders.”  
 As much fun as it has been, after a little over two years as the editor and completing five years on 
the Board this year, it is time to move on from Monterey Audubon and re-direct my time to other 
endeavors. Along with spending time on local and international conservation efforts, for years my wife 
Ame and I have wanted to do a one-of-a-kind Travel & Photography book, and it is time we prioritize 
that goal. You can still follow our adventures on Facebook, continue to see our stories and pictures on 
Flickr, and attend our trips and special presentations using links at our website (PhotoStrokes.net).  
 I would like to thank Ame, Rita Carratello, and Don Roberson for their reliable efforts in making 
each edition error-less. Great thanks go to all the contributing story writers, artists, and 
photographers, too many wonderful names to list! And final thanks to all the previous editors, whose 
contributions in the past help built my foundation for successful editions in the present.  
 I wish everyone good birding and good photography…thanks for reading!  
 

-Chris Hartzell   

-Chris Hartzell   
“Snowy Owl” at Pt. Lobos 

– Chuck Bancroft 

 
Clown Bird 

Affectionately called 
the “Clown bird” by 
many, this rare 
leucistic Acorn 
Woodpecker 
photographed by 
Janice Gilbertson  
in Pine Canyon 
definitely fits  
the name! 

http://www.montereyaudubon.org/2013_summer.pdf
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/2014_winter-2.pdf
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/2014_summer.pdf
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/2014_spring.pdf
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/2014_fall.pdf
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/sanderling-fall_2012.pdf
http://photostrokes.net/index.html
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Field Trips 

Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided. 

First Saturday of each month: Elkhorn Slough National Estuarine bird walks 
Start out your first weekend of every month with a bird walk around the Elkhorn National Estuarine Research Reserve in Moss 
Landing. Contact: Rick Fournier 831- 633-0572 or the reserve office at 831-728-2822. 
 

Sat. Jan. 31 – 7:30am-2pm: Andrew Molera State Park 
Located about 20 miles south of Carmel along scenic Hwy #1, the drive alone is worth the trip. Considered one of our best birding 
spots for vagrants, expect an easy two mile hike with stairs to the headlands. If interested we will travel down the coast to Seal 
Beach "condor overlook" to see if California Condors are present.  Bring lunch and water. Rain Cancels. Meet: 7:30am behind 
Crossroads Starbucks. RSVP: Paul Fenwick 831-262-0782. 
 

Sat.Feb 7 – 7:30am-noon: Jetty Road/Moonglow Dairy  
These are two of the best spots in the Moss Landing area for viewing a variety 
of shorebirds. Rain cancels and if access into Moonglow is too muddy we will 
reroute to Zmudowski SB. Meet: 7:30am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Paul Fenwick 
831-262-0782 
 

Sat. Feb. 14 – all day: Los Banos National Wildlife Complex 
This complex of National Wildlife Refuges hosts the largest wintering 
populations along the Pacific Flyway, with thousands of Sandhill Cranes and 
arctic nesting geese making this their winter home. Numerous other species of 
birds, mammals (Tule Elk), amphibian, and reptiles live in this rich habitat. 
RSVP: Required to get meeting time and location. Nanci Adams 831-728-5803. 
 

Sat. Feb. 21 – 8am-noon: Carmel River mouth 
Considered by many to be one of the best overall “birdiest” places on the 
peninsula. Plan to look for shorebirds and songbirds as well as raptors like 
Osprey and Peregrine Falcons. Heavy rain cancels. Meet: 8am behind 
Crossroads Starbucks. RSVP: Cooper Scollan 831-241-1422.  
 

Sat. Mar. 7 – 7:30am-noon: Andrew Molera State Park 
See Jan.31 trip for details. RSVP: Paul Fenwick 831-262-0782. 
 

Sat. Mar. 14 – 8am-noon: Frog Pond  
One of the peninsula’s “hidden treasures”, this small Monterey Peninsula Regional 
Park wetland is a delight to bird with a variety of waterfowl, sparrows, warblers, 
finches and the occasional vagrants. The trail is an easy saunter along the pond with 
a surprising variety of habitats for such a small area. If time permits, we will head 
over to Del Monte Beach for seabirds and shorebirds.  
Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Robert Horn 831-372-4608. 
 

Sat. Mar. 21 – 7:30am-mid-afternoon: East Pinnacles National Park hike 
Join local birder and author R.J. Adams for a birding trip (with detours into the world 
of spiders) to the east side of Pinnacles National Park. This 2.8 mile hiking loop 
(moderately strenuous) covers some of the most diverse terrain in the park, climbs 
over 500 ft. and goes through oak woods, riparian, chaparral, and rocky slopes. We 
will be looking for early migrants, winter holdovers, and of course, the many raptors 
the monument is famous for, including California Condors. Meet: First meetup at 
Nob Hill on the corner of Hwy 68 and Blanco in Salinas at 7:30am. Second meetup at 
the Windmill Market in San Juan Bautista at 8:15am. Fee: $10.00 per car entrance 
fee to the monument and carpooling is strongly encouraged.  
RSVP: R.J. Adams 831-771-9303 rjadams55@yahoo.com. 

 

 

Sunset geese at Merced Wildlife Refuge 
– Chris Hartzell 

Tarantula near Pinnacles 
– Chris Hartzell 

International Big Year attempt! 
Writer, photographer, and birder Noah Strycker will attempt to break the international Big Year record by traveling 365 days 
straight, through 35 countries, to find over 5,000 species! Follow his quest at www.audubon.org/noah 

mailto:rjadams55@yahoo.com
http://mag.audubon.org/articles/birds/welcome-birding-without-borders
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Field Trips cont’d 

Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided. 
Sat. Mar. 28 – 7:45am-noon: Pajaro Dunes  
This half day trip is a great chance to bird a variety of habitats within a relatively small area.  We'll visit the “Shorebirds” 
residential pond and surrounding area and then head to Pajaro Dunes South for birding the confluence of Watsonville Slough 
and the Pajaro River mouth. Rain cancels. Meet: 7:45am Wild Bird Haven or 8:30am by the Redman fruit stand next to Chevron 
at Hwy 1’s Riverside exit. Carpooling recommended. RSVP: Nanci Adams 831-728-5803 
 

Sat. Apr. 11 – 8am-noon: Laguna Grande Park 
This city lake area is one of our best locations for seeing a variety of birds, from vagrant warblers in the willow and eucalyptus 
trees to some of the marsh species like Sora. Join Chris as we explore the the park, including going inside the recently opened 
up Virgin Ave. patch where new public access is being enhanced. Meet: 8am at the bridge below the Russian Orthodox Church. 
RSVP: Chris Hartzell 831-375-9533 c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
 

Sat. Apr. 25 – 7:30am-noon: Andrew Molera State Park 
See Jan.31 trip for details. RSVP: Paul Fenwick 831-262-0782. 
 

Sat. May 9 – 7:45am-noon: Struve Slough/Watsonville 
These locales provide some of Watsonville's best birding, and drought permitting, 
host a wide variety of birds from Hooded Mergansers to occasional Mew Gulls to 
American Bitterns. For this half-day trip, we'll start at the Harkins Slough Road 
bridge; the parking lot area there can host wintering Townsend's Warblers, Cedar 
Waxwings, and other passerines. After birding the slough itself, we'll move on to 
the Kearney-Ford loop and Watsonville Slough. Shoreline willows, islands, and open 
water provide habitat for a large variety of birds. Meet: 7:45am at Wild Bird Haven 
in Monterey to carpool, or meet 8:30am at the trailhead in the back parking lot of 
West Marine on Westridge Dr. RSVP: Nanci Adams 831-728-5803. 

 

Sat. May 23 – 7:30am-mid-afternoon: Big Sur River mouth/Andrew Molera 
Spring is the time for a host of interesting breeders and migrants at the Big Sur River 
mouth. Join us as we search for familiar species like Warbling Vireo, California Thrasher, 
Black-headed Grosbeak and scarcer birds like Purple Martin, Willow Flycatcher and 
Indigo Bunting. Meet: 7:30am Wild Bird Haven to carpool.  
RSVP: Blake Matheson 831-596-9990 gypaetusbarbatus1@gmail.com  
 

Sat. May 30 – 8am-noon: Carmel River mouth 
Considered by many to be one of the best overall “birdiest” places on the peninsula. 
Plan to look for shorebirds and songbirds as well as raptors like Osprey and Peregrine 
Falcons. Heavy rain cancels. Meet: 8am behind Crossroads Starbucks.  
RSVP: Cooper Scollan 831-241-1422.  

 

Events 
Monterey County Annual Birdathon: Apr 24-25 
Every year, all corners of Monterey County are covered in a joint 
effort to compile the largest species total possible in 24 hours. It 
is a huge, cooperative county “Big Day!” The event begins at 
4pm on Friday and ends at 4pm on Saturday, followed by a 
wonderful countdown dinner. There is a fee for attending the 
dinner and all proceeds go directly to the MAS Youth 
Scholarship Program.  Contact: Blake Matheson 831-596-9990. 
 
 Meetings & Programs 

Board meetings & Programs are open to the public and held at the Pacific Grove Museum the 2nd Tuesday of each month. 
Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm, preceded by refreshments.  

(Times subject to change. Check online or contact us to see about any changes or agendas) 
At the time of printing, programs were not provided. 

Check back on our website www.montereyaudubon.org to see upcoming programs. 

 

Pelagic Trips 

Monterey Bay hosts excellent Pelagic trips! Although MAS 
does not directly conduct Pelagic trips, we do recommend 

either of our two local Pelagic trip tour operators: 
 

Monterey Seabirds: 831-375-4658 
www.montereyseabirds.com 

Shearwater Journeys: 831-637-8527 
www.shearwaterjourneys.com 

 

Peregrine Falcon with Horned Grebe 
at Andrew Molera – Paul Fenwick 

Snowy Plover at Carmel River Mouth 
– Cooper Scollan 

mailto:c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net
mailto:gypaetusbarbatus1@gmail.com
http://www.montereyaudubon.org/
http://www.montereyseabirds.com/
http://www.shearwaterjourneys.com/
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Resources 
MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (831) 626-6605 

MAS website: www.montereyaudubon.org 
email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com 

Monterey Birds book $5 at monthly programs 
Monterey Bay Birders listserv: 
     www.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html 
Santa Cruz birders: www.santacruzbirdclub.org 

 

Christmas Count Summary 
 The annual Big Sur Christmas Bird Count was held December 21 and recorded a just above 
average species tally of 135 birds. At least 114 of those species were seen in and around Andrew 
Molera State Park, alone. The “bird of the count” was the continuing CRESTED CARACARA 
(pictured) now frequenting the El Sur fields east of Highway One. Other highlights included 
MOUNTAIN QUAIL nearby at Botcher's Gap, scattered CALIFORNIA CONDORS over 
the Big Sur River mouth and in the Ventana Wilderness and a lone ANCIENT MURRELET off the 
Little Sur. PRAIRIE FALCON, FERRUGINOUS HAWK, and LARK SPARROW are often 
missed, but were successfully recorded this year. BARN SWALLOWS in various spots on the coast 
were unseasonable.  
 The 115th annual Monterey Peninsula Christmas Bird Count was well-attended this year with 
close to 70 participants, though our total species roster fell to 170 species, or just below average. The 
bird of the count was judged to be an unseasonable NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH near the lower 
Carmel River. A close second was a young BROWN BOOBY (pictured) on the rock at Point Pinos. 
Other nice rarities were a YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER at Caledonia Park in Pacific Grove and 
a young male ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK at Hilton Bialek in the lower Carmel Valley.  
 This was the 54th consecutive Monterey Peninsula Christmas Count attended by Chairman 
Emeritus, Dr. Ron Branson! 

 

Board Of Directors 
  

 

 

Sightings 
Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Alert 

12/25 Ancient Murrelet – Commercial fisherman’s wharf 12/25 White-winged Scoter, Scripp’s Murrelet – Pt. Pinos seawatch, 
12/24 Slate-colored Junco – Oak Hills, 12/21 Crested Caracara – El Sur Ranch, 12/20 Fork-tailed Storm-petrel, Horned Puffin – 
Pt. Pinos seawatch, 12/19 Harlequin Duck – Carmel River State Beach, 12/18 Summer Tanager (2) – Perkins Park 
 

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!! SUBMIT YOUR DUES FOR THE 2015 YEAR! 
 

 PRESIDENT 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeiereyes@aol.com 
  1st VICE PRESIDENT 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
  2nd VICE PRESIDENT 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
 TREASURER/SECRETARY 

AME WELLS-HARTZELL 
mzlaughalot@yahoo.com 
  DIRECTORS 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 
COOPER SCOLLAN 
scollancooper@yahoo.com 
 

  

 

 MEMBERSHIP 

JAN SCOTT 
bjweed@montereybay.com 
  CONSERVATION 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
  FIELD TRIPS 

ROBERT HORN 
rhorn@montereybay.com 
  PROGRAMS 

BLAKE MATHESON 
lammergeierEyes@aol.com 
  WEBMASTER 

CHRIS TENNEY 
tenneyx2@mac.com 
  SANDERLING EDITOR 

CHRIS HARTZELL 
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net 
  PUBLIC RELATIONS 

TONI KIMPLE 
tonikimple@gmail.com 

 

 

MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP 

Membership dues payable each January 
__$20 1-year Monterey Audubon membership  

(includes Sanderling newsletter subscription) 
__$35 1-year National Audubon membership  

(includes Audubon magazine subscription) 
__$50 1-year Audubon & Monterey Chapter membership 

(includes both publications) 
I would like to help Audubon’s mission & make an  

additional tax deductible donation in the amount of $_______ 
 

Please send my subscription to:    (please print clearly) 
 

NAME_______________________________________ 
 

ADDRESS____________________________________ 
 

CITY_________________STATE________ZIP_______ 

Make checks payable and remit to: 
 

Monterey Audubon Society  C2ZC050Z 
PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921 
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– Paul Fenwick 

-Blake Matheson   

http://www.montereyaudubon.org/
mailto:lammergeiereyes@aol.com
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