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The Elephant & eBird
Eric Peterson lives in Salt Lake City, Utah
and has only been birding since 2009. He was
first intrigued by birds when he went to Africa
and was amazed at all the different birds he saw.
But it wasn’t the birds that brought him to Africa.
As the Elephant manager at the Hogle Zoo, it was
his work with the African Elephants that was the
purpose of his journey which ultimately peaked
his interest in birds and eventually led to him
becoming a "birdwatcher" and eBird "lister."
Eric uses eBird, but has never really kept
track of his lists. Shortly after Halloween, Eric
Christie the African Elephant
realized he was only 35 birds away from
- Eric Peterson
breaking a personal record of 500 North American birds in one year. Using
eBird, he did a search to find out where most of the birds he needed could be
located. Eric had never been to Monterey before, but according to eBird, if he
wanted to make his goal, that is where he needed to go. To see if he could even
take on the challenge, his inquiries were forwarded to me to possibly help him
in his quest. After I went over his list and then built a travel itinerary for him,
he left a week later for his drive from Utah to Monterey to meet me. His four
day journey started with stops in Sacramento for Varied Thrush, then the
Merced Refuges for Ross’s Goose, through Panoche Valley for Long-eared Owl
and Mountain Plover, by the end of his second night, we had a plan for meeting
the next day to get him the remaining 18 species he needed. But it would be
close! I knew I could get him about 10 for sure, but the remainder would be
based on the luck of the weather and the bounty of the seas as a majority of his
birds were coastal. We had a backup plan for him to race up to Santa Cruz the
next day, then a Farallones Pelagic trip, and finally cutting over to the Bay Area
for a Tufted Duck as the last ditch effort. He could pull it off, but only if he was
ready to put in some long drives if Monterey came up short.
We met around 6:30am the next morning and headed out to Pt. Pinos for
some shore-based seabirding. We picked up a few species along the way
before arriving at the point a little after 7:30am. The wind was howling cold,
but it made for a clear day with good waves. With parking lots closed by the
city for safety from high surf, we parked farther south than the usual
seawatching location. Before we had even setup, seabirds in the hundreds
could be seen with the naked eye.
…continued on page 2
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With over three decades of ocean experience in the region, I don’t recall ever seeing such an incredible seabird spectacle as
that morning. A Northern Fulmar invasion was occurring and it was bringing incredible activity with it. These weren’t birds
out there, they were swarming bees! We started racking up the species and shrinking his eBird ‘needs’ list. Tufted Puffin,
Common Murre, and Pomerine Jaeger were just some of the checkmarks we’d made. But then we locked onto a bird that had
me puzzled. A strange tubenose that I had no idea what it was. Big black bars against bright white underwing. We got clear
views and, after quite some time, came to the decision that our sighting, as sure as we were, would be questioned greatly…a
Mottled Petrel! But even though it may have been a truly record sighting (documentation has been sent in for official review),
it was a bit of a letdown that Eric had already seen one in Hawaii this year, making it essentially a useless bird for his list!
It was noon when we had great views of an unusual visitor at the wharf: an Ancient Murrelet was right inside the harbor
cruising next to the wharf and then through the anchored boats. Eric filled out his list and we were surprised when his tally
only showed a couple to go. We were on a record roll! Eric set a new goal of wanting to have a picture of bird #500, so we set
off to Big Sur where we aimed for a great record-breaking bird that could be photographed…California Condor. It didn’t take
long to find them and Eric captured a shot of two together. We were excited! But had we actually broken his record?
It was a bit of an awkward anti-climactic end. Here we were thinking that not only did
#500 - Ancient Murrelet
we get him 500, but that #500 was a great shot of the Condors. In fact, it was the Black
off Fisherman’s Wharf
Oystercatcher that had thrown us off. Eric didn’t know that he needed one, so when he
entered in a full checklist, eBird showed the Oystercatcher as #499. What should have been
a celebration turned into several minutes of, “Wait…did we do it?” Sure enough, eBird
confirmed his list and the Murrelet was #500 with the Condor as #501! What had been
planned for four days of racing through the state was accomplished in less than 36 hours in
- Eric Peterson
only three counties! Eric had done it!
Okay, but how does an Elephant fit into this story you ask? Whether paid or
free, I have been leading trips/guiding for greater than two decades. Over that
time, I have had on my trips too many people to count and often received gifts or
rewards as ‘tip.’ But this time I was given something so unique it is a story in itself.
Eric runs a program at the Hogle Zoo where the African Elephants “paint” to
help their kin. The educational program introduces children and adults to the
intelligence and personality of these amazing creatures while at the same time
provides much needed mental stimulation by having them paint on canvas. The
Eric with Christie the African Elephant
money from the art purchases goes directly back to the International Elephant
Foundation and directly towards: conservation, elephant/human conflict resolution, and anti-poaching efforts in Africa.
Upon Eric leaving for home a full day earlier, he rewarded me with one of these special paintings. He wasn’t sure if I
would like something like this, but little did he know that African Elephants and creative artwork have a special place for me
and my wife Ame. As I write this story, I look at a special elephant art piece from Africa above me and in the hall a poster-sized
footprint stamp from ‘Danny,’ the large bull elephant we spent time with in Zambia. African
Find out more about the
Elephants just happen to be Ame’s favorite animal. So when the question was asked, “would we
Hogle Zoo Pachyderm
like this painting?” it was a resounding YES!
Program here hoglezoo.org
At some point in the next few years, Ame and I plan on a trip to Yellowstone. Along the way,
Find out more about the
we have already said that a stop in Salt Lake City will be a must to visit Eric and meet ‘Christie’ in International Elephant
person, the African artist behind one of the most unique gifts we have ever received. From Africa Foundation here
elephantconservation.org
to Monterey, a birding story for the books…and all because of eBird.
-Chris Hartzell
Guides: With so many free resources today, why should anyone pay for a guide? Professional guides can cost a fair amount of money
and their use should be carefully evaluated. If you are visiting an area with no particular goal in mind and that area has good free
resources available, then it is never warranted to spend money on a guide. However, if you are traveling to an area that may require
special circumstances, the money spent can make a world of difference in the success of your trip. Things to evaluate are: an area with
language barriers, safety concerns, special knowledge of locations, do you have specific target goals or are limited by time, will you
need specialty equipment to find and see your targets, and what is your experience with the type of habitat you are going to. Guides
often have trained vision for the areas they lead in. I have been spotting wildlife my whole life, but I was thankful I spent the money
and hired a guide in South America as he spotted Manikins and Pygmy Marmocets that my eyes weren’t experienced in finding. A tour
guide made all the difference in the overwhelming museums in Europe. Always be sure to weigh your three options: no guide, custom
guiding, or pre-packaged guided groups. Custom guiding is the most expensive, but yields the best results. Guided groups are costeffective, but a group of difficult strangers can ruin the experience. Check out more at independenttraveler.com
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-Chris Hartzell

eBird – A

Birding Tool For A Global Community

Did you ever wonder where to look for a Phainopepla in Monterey County? Or perhaps you were planning a trip to
Cape May, NJ this fall and wanted to see the greatest diversity of wood-warblers – when should you go? Or maybe you’d like
to know when Broad-winged Hawks typically migrate through Veracruz, Mexico? How many species have you seen in your
backyard? Where can you find answers to these and other similar questions about where and when to find birds? eBird!
eBird (www.ebird.org) is a global online bird recording system that provides unparalleled insight into bird distribution and
occurrence around the world. Initially launched in North America in 2002 by the Cornell Lab of Ornithology and Audubon,
it has recently become available worldwide and free to birders in every country. Over the last decade, eBird has transformed
itself from a mere database of bird records into a powerful resource for the global birding and science communities, creating
the first integrated global bird monitoring system working across all political boundaries.
But more than anything, eBird is designed to be a useful tool for birders - to make the things they love to do easier,
faster, and better. Through using eBird, birders become better equipped to find, identify, and count birds, as well as create
and manage their personal bird lists from anywhere around the world. Best of all, by contributing your bird observations to
eBird, your data is becoming part of a free and increasingly valuable data resource for science and conservation.
Scientists are already using eBird data as the core component in groundbreaking modeling of species distribution and
migration in North America, and that information has already been incorporated in continent-wide reports to improve bird
conservation in the 2011 and 2013 U.S. State of the Birds Reports.
What does eBird do for birders? At its core, eBird provides a set of tools geared toward making it easy for birders to
record their observations and then extract useful information in the form of personalized lists, bird occurrence summaries
and bird-finding information, site-specific birding information, and other powerful data visualizations.
Personal listing tools. Once your data is in the system, automated listing pages at ‘My eBird’ keep track of your birds at
various regional scales, and also maintain your life, year, and month lists. When you submit a checklist of birds to eBird, all
the bird lists you keep are automatically updated. For example, if you go on a birding holiday to Costa Rica, when you enter
your data we add those birds to your lists for Life, the Western Hemisphere, Central America, Costa Rica, and the various
state and site level lists, not to mention your year and month lists. The ‘My eBird’ pages are your window into these lists,
and with each new entry eBird builds your lists with no further effort on your part. From any given list you can easily recall
each sighting of a particular species, or explore all the species you’ve reported at a given location, such as a favorite local
birding patch or your own garden. This powerful tool gives you the freedom to explore your birding history in detail with
the simple click of a mouse while more importantly, your information becomes organized, archived, and available to others.
Many of us are competitive birders. Some of us may challenge ourselves to see more birds in our garden this year than
the previous year. Others may compete on the world stage to see how many birds can be seen in a year. Whatever type of
challenges we set for ourselves, all of us go birding because it brings us fun, enjoyment, and entertainment. But eBird turns
this fun aspect of birding into real data for science. eBird’s games such as the ‘eBird Top 100’ compare the species totals (and
checklist submission totals) of birders across varying regions, and tap into the competitive spirit of the birding community to
drive more data into the system.
Data quality. Not all birders are of equal skill or experience, and misidentifications do occur, even for experts. Before
any data can be used for science, measures must be taken to identify and flag suspicious records or checklists that were not
entered in the spirit of the project (e.g., a single report covering an entire state in one day).
…continued on page 4
eBird Event-

In the red corner Monterey County…in the blue corner San Benito and Santa Cruz counties (combined).
From 12:01am January 1, 2014 through 12am December 31, 2014, the two regions will go head to head in a friendly eBird
competition to promote eBird activity for the Tri-county region, and of course promote fun between local birders!
A fun and new way to bird the regions and, along with tasty prizes, the results will mostly benefit local eBird data.
How to participate: the voluntary participation requires no special effort, just use eBird for your sightings as you normally
would. However, if you are interested in winning a prize, then get out there and eBird as you normally would…but eBird a lot!!!
How to win: there are two winning categories – total species seen and total COMPLETE checklists submitted. The top
5 contributors from the winning region in each category (total of 10 winners!) will receive a $25 meal gift certificate at Phil’s
Fish Market in Moss Landing. How to celebrate: in February, 2015 (date and time to be announced), any participating eBirders
are welcome to attend an informal celebration meal at Phil’s (participants are responsible for their own meals). A friendly
gathering of regional birders meeting to share sightings and stories and to talk about future events (like maybe West Coast vs.
East Coast, which will not only promote eBird, but could also make media headlines promoting National bird conservation…and
look out for a Monterey Audubon sponsored “eBird Big Year” event for Monterey County). For any questions, contact us.
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eBird cont’d from page 3…
The eBird data quality system is sophisticated and constantly evolving,
functioning much like the county compiler system or other records
manager systems might except with the addition of automated filters
that identify the unusual records in need of review. Flagged records are
reviewed individually by regional expert reviewers, who use special web
tools to easily follow up with the original observers and make an
assessment as to the records’ validity. Records that lack sufficient
documentation are deemed “Not valid”, and are excluded from eBird
output and scientific analysis, but are always preserved in the database
and accessible to the individual who entered the record.
Putting your data to use for birds. eBird is fun, there’s no doubt
about it, but its ultimate goal is to harness the power of the birding
community to create a scientific resource that promotes and informs
bird research and conservation. By simply visualizing the raw
observations in eBird, biological patterns of bird distribution, seasonal
movement, range expansion/contraction, and fluctuations in
detectability can be revealed at scales never before possible. For
example, eBird’s occurrence graphs easily show several prominent
biological signals, especially migration intervals. Not only are seasonal
patterns within a species well documented, but the dataset is becoming
large enough to capture year-to-year differences. Note the sudden range
expansion of Eurasian Collared-Dove across the United States. Even
with incomplete historic data (eBird was launched in 2002), it is clear
that the species colonized the USA in just two decades, the result of a
1970s fire in a pet store in the Bahamas that released this species into the
wild, and a few years later started their spread with populating Florida.
These patterns are visible using the eBird output tools, and though
powerful, these are basic data explorations. More sophisticated science
requires accounting for the myriad of biases inherent in the collection of
data, all of which exist within the eBird dataset. Pioneering analysis
techniques have been developed specifically for eBird to control for
variable factors, like time of day, duration, distance covered, and how
these affect the probability of detecting a given species. New models can
predict bird occurrence on any day of the year across the entire country
by combining your bird observations with landscape characteristics from
geographical information system (GIS) locations, including: habitat,
human settlement patterns, and climate. The spectacular results are the
first continent-scale, data-driven visualizations of bird occurrences,
including the amazing patterns of the ebb and flow of migration.
(See more about the models at ebird.org/content/ebird/occurrence/)
Moving forward, and with your help in the form of eBird entries,
we hope to leverage global datasets to help science and the birds while
giving birders the tools for a better birding experience.

My First Sad Entry
I, like others, had not found the time or
motivation to eBird and had not been as
interested. But late last year after finally
acquiring a smartphone and downloading the
BirdLog app, I found the convenience of
eBirding-on-the-go opened up to me.
However, my first entry wasn’t exactly what I
was hoping for.
I was traveling home from work
northbound on Highway 1 near Ribera Road
when a bird flew out in front of me and
collided with the front of my truck. I looked in
the mirror and saw the lifeless bird roll to a
stop in the center divider. A strange feeling
inside me said to turn around and go check it
out, so I did. What I found was rather sad...I
juvenile female Yellow-bellied Sapsucker had
flown into my car. Since it was a rarity, I pulled
out my phone and entered it into BirdLog.
Each region has a designated eBird reviewer
to make sure records are accurate and follow
up on more details when needed. Shortly after
leaving, I received a call from Don Roberson
(Monterey’s eBird reviewer) asking if I could
get the body for a specimen. I was able to
recover it and turned it in where it became the
first specimen recovered in Monterey County.
It is not every day you find a rare bird, but
on this day I (unfortunately) not only found one
but killed it. However, thanks to BirdLog, a
quick entry into eBird and an available
reviewer, the poor creature at least played its
part in science and education.

-Chris Hartzell

-Brian Sullivan
About the Author: Over 20 years of fieldwork on birds throughout the
Americas, Arctic, and Antarctic, Brian (bls42@cornell.edu) is the project leader
for eBird, the photographic editor for the Birds of North America Online at the
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker hit by car – Chris Hartzell
Cornell Laboratory of Ornithology, a co-author on The Crossley ID Guide:
Raptors and the forthcoming Princeton Guide to North American Birds, served
www.ebird.org
as photographic editor for the American Birding Association’s journal; North
Find out more at: www.americanbirding.org
American Birds from 2005-2013.
www.bna.birds.cornell.edu
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Getting Hooked On BirdLog (for eBird)
I have to admit I was fairly ho-hum about entering data into eBird when it was first introduced. It just wasn't appealing for
me, after a long day in the field, to sit down at my computer to try to remember how many Bewick’s Wrens I saw at Andrew
Molera State Park. Too many other everyday tasks that keep the household humming await my attention. Some birders carry
small notebooks and a pencil to record their sightings in the field. Not me. When I'm out at the Carmel River I am in my happy
place and just can't be bothered with the details. Besides, I thought, “Who cares about my data anyway?”
Apparently I am not alone with this attitude. The eBird team realized this and responded by launching the BirdLog app in
2012 for the iPhone, iPad, and Android. The developers are Birds In The Hand, LLC, of Virginia who also created the BirdsEye
bird-finding app, which I will discuss in a future column. Months later I joined the 21st Century when I acquired an iPhone 5.
Some people check Facebook every day; I use my BirdLog app. There's a term in education called “The Mystery Motivator”
which means that sometimes the teacher can't always predict what method, be it a lesson plan, game, or competition, will make
a student want to get involved and be open to learning. BirdLog was my hook–my mystery
motivator. It’s fun to use and I feel successful at it. Anytime, anywhere, whether I am specifically
focused on birdwatching or making an incidental observation while walking through a
neighborhood, I can open the BirdLog app on my phone, note the details, and submit the
information. I am participating in citizen science; nobody is judging the insignificance of the
Anna's Hummingbirds or Chestnut-backed Chickadees. They all count, they all matter.
According to an article in the November/December 2013 of Birding, 50% of all eBird
submissions now come from BirdLog.
I use BirdLog–North America, which is currently priced at $9.99 through the iTunes App
Store or Google Play. If this seems pricey to you, keep an eye out for sales. A friend of mine has
BirdLog Worldwide and can't seem to get the hang of it (it also has had conflicts with some
phones and operating systems), so buyer beware. This link has more information and YouTube
videos that are helpful introductions: www.birdseyebirding.com
However, the material is already a little dated because the program has been updated many
times, especially since iOS 7. A significant difference is when you “Choose a nearby hotspot,” you
come to a list, not a map, of suggested areas. If you're standing in Laguna Grande Park, choose
Laguna Grande Park. The map the video shows is a different selection: “Choose a location from
map.” If you're not quite sure of the name of the hotspot then use the map. Other suggestions:
make sure you are running iOS 7 or you will have compatibility problems; allow BirdLog to
access your location; and, at a minimum, practice by logging your yard birds every day into your
own personal location. “Choose a recent location” is a timesaver for locations you use daily.
I believe hands-on demonstrations are the best, so if you're having problems, try asking
another birder (a friendly one) out in the field whom you see using BirdLog. This is especially
true if you use the Android app, because the interface is a little different. You can also come to a
monthly MAS meeting to see if somebody there can help you. Above all, make it fun. Next time
you feel the need to open “Flappy Bird” or “Angry Birds,” think again and choose BirdLog.

-Rita Carratello
BIRDLOG LESSONS LEARNED: Rita~When a bird is a rarity or the numbers are exceptionally high, you will see a little green box on
the right. This is the filter. An example of its value occurs if you accidentally entered the wrong bird. The other day I saw a California
Thrasher but entered Brown Thrasher—because sometimes names escape me. However, you must make a comment before the
program will allow you to submit. It was then that I realized my mistake.
Rita~Another potential embarrassment to watch out for: I used to type Q or A just so I could submit something in the comments and
write a description later when I got home. Unbeknownst to me, eBird reporting had gone to hourly. I don't know how long people were
wondering what Rita’s secret code “Q” meant because the report was posted before I could get home to change my notes. Now I am
careful to say “photos to come” or “notes to follow.”
Chris~Using an Android I found limitations in my location options and suggestions from an iPhone user may be contradictory to correct
operations. If you have a question on your Android BirdLog, be sure to check out what applies to your phone.
Chris~Going on Rita’s walk was very helpful. I figured out Stationary/Traveling referred to MY activity, not the bird’s.

eBIRD QUESTIONS? There can be many questions about eBird, but some are more common or unique than others. If you have
one, submit your question to us (either mail or email) and we’ll publish some of the answers in a future edition.
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Monterey Audubon Society presents

2014 BIRD-A-THON GONE WILD
A 24-hour bird-fest to support the annual May Gong-Tenney Youth Scholarship Fund

SCHEDULE AND REGISTRATION
FRIDAY MAY 2, 2014
2PM – 4PM: SIGN-IN AND RENDEZVOUS WITH FRIDAY TRIP LEADERS
4PM – 7PM: (pick one trip) Trips may be combined depending on Participation
_____$30/ PERSON
_______ A. MONTEREY PENINSULA COASTLINE ~ rocky shore and seabird specialties
_______ B. LAGUNA GRANDE PARK ~ vagrant hotspot
_______ C. CARMEL RIVER MOUTH ~ avian diversity and scenic beauty
_______ D. JACKS PEAK ~ endemic Monterey pine forest
7:30PM: CATERED DINNER WITH PRESENTER ALVARO JARAMILLO
_____$30/ PERSON
Join us for an illuminating discussion of the special challenges and rewards of pelagic birding. In
addition to being a global authority on gulls, icterids and Chilean avifauna, Alvaro’s recent pelagic
trips off South America have led to the discovery and description of a new species of storm-petrel
9PM – 11:30PM: OWLS OF ROBINSON CANYON WITH STEVE ROVELL
***Limited to first 12***

_____$30/ PERSON

SATURDAY MAY 3, 2014 (Saturday options include packed lunch and countdown dinner meal ticket)
7AM: SIGN IN AND MEAL TICKET PICK-UP; RENDEZVOUS WITH SATURDAY TRIP LEADERS
CHOOSE OPTION “A”, “B” OR “C”. If choosing option “C”, pick both a morning and an afternoon trip.
______ A. 7:30 AM- 3:30PM: PELAGIC BOAT TRIP LED W/A. JARAMILLO
_____$180/ PERSON
With Monterey Seabirds. Limited to first 24. Weather cancels.
______ B. 7:30 AM –3:30PM: BIRDS OF THE BIG SUR COAST
_____$80/ PERSON
With Blake Matheson: western breeding birds, migrants, and search for California Condors.
______ C. SPLIT DAY PACKAGE AM & PM TRIPS
_____$80/ PERSON
7:30 AM – 11:30 AM: _____Carmel River mouth _____Fort Ord Nat’l Monument _____Elkhorn Slough
12:30 PM – 3:30 PM: _____Salinas River NWR _____Point Lobos ____Laguna Grande
MONTEREY AUDUBON MEMBERS WHO WISH TO BIRD SOLO AND ATTEND THE COUNTDOWN DINNER MAY
PAY THE $30 DINNER FEE ONLY AT THE COUNTDOWN.
FOR QUESTIONS AND REGISTRATION CONTACT: TONI KIMPLE 831-917-7990 tonikimple@gmail.com

SUBMIT TO:

MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY

PO BOX 5656

Carmel, CA 93921

REGISTRATION FORM (Please choose options above and submit payment with this form)
NAME_______________________________________________________PHONE__________________________________
ADDRESS_____________________________________________________STATE_________________ZIP_______________
E-MAIL_______________________________________________________

DON’T FORGET TO RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP!!! SUBMIT YOUR DUES FOR THE 2014 YEAR!
____I’D LIKE TO INCLUDE MY 2014 MEMBERSHIP DUES WITH MY BIRDATHON SUBMISSION
____$20 1-year Monterey Audubon membership
____$35 1-year National Audubon membership
(includes Sanderling newsletter subscription)
(includes Audubon magazine subscription)
____$50 1-year Audubon & Monterey Chapter membership (includes both publications)
I would like to help Audubon’s mission & make an additional tax deductible donation in the amount of $______
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Field Trips
Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided.
Sat. Mar. 15 – 8am-noon: Frog Pond in Del Rey Oaks
One of the peninsula’s “hidden treasures”, this small wetland is a delight to bird. The trail is an easy 1/2 mile walk along the
pond with a surprising variety of habitats for such a small area. If time permits, we will head over to Del Monte Beach to look
for shorebirds and loons, scoters, and perhaps find a Long-tailed Duck. Carpooling highly recommended due to limited parking
at site. Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Robert Horn 831-372-4608
Sat. Apr. 12 – 7:30am-2pm: Andrew Molera State Park
We will bird approximately a 2 mile hike through the park. Bring lunch. If interested, or wind-blown out, we will travel down
the coast to Seal Beach "condor overlook" to see if California Condors are present. Rain cancels.
Meet: 7:30am behind Starbucks in the Crossroads at Rio Rd. RSVP: Paul Fenwick 831-262-0782
Sat. Apr. 26 – 8am-noon: Santa Lucia Preserve
The preserve is a private landholding just south of Carmel Valley’s Quail Lodge Golf course on the old Rancho San Carlos
property. Large expanses of oak woodland habitat and Redwood forests will dominate the area as we search for spring
migrants and other year-round resident birds and possibly some butterflies as well. Group limited to 12 people.
Meet: 8am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Required. Chris Tenney 831-241-4820
Sat. May 17 – 7:30am-noon: Fremont Peak State Park
From Roadrunners to Rock Wrens, Fremont Peak and San Juan Grade Rd. yield great spring migrants. We will be taking the
moderate 1.5mile hike to the sub-summit, but plenty of birding if not interested in the hike. Bring lunch. FEE: $6 parking at
Fremont Peak SP. Meet: 7:30am Nob Hill parking lot in south Salinas (South Main/Blanco). RSVP: Paul Fenwick 831- 262-0782
Sat. May 24 – 6:30am-4pm: Arroyo Seco Birds/Butterflies
Spring is a great time to explore the breathtaking Arroyo Seco River and gorge, before hot summer temperatures set in. In the
early AM we’ll look for spring migrant warblers and flycatchers as well as breeding birds, like rufous-crowned sparrow and
canyon wren. As the morning warms up, we’ll shift attention to butterflies, possibly up to 20 species, including four
checkerspot species (Variable, Gabb’s, Leanira, and Edith’s). Bring lunch and water, and plan on 2-3 miles of leisurely walking
on Indians Rd. Meet: 6:30am Wild Bird Haven for carpooling. RSVP: Chris Tenney 831-241-4820

Pelagic Trips
Monterey Bay hosts excellent Pelagic trips for both birds and whales (& turtles!). Although Monterey Audubon does not directly conduct
Pelagic trips, we do recommend either of our two local Pelagic trip tour operators:
Monterey Seabirds: 831-375-4658
www.montereyseabirds.com

Shearwater Journeys: 831-637-8527
www.shearwaterjourneys.com

Meetings & Programs

Board meetings & Programs are open to the public and held at the Pacific Grove Museum the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm, preceded by refreshments.
(Times subject to change. Check online or contact us to see about any changes or agendas)
March 11: California Condors; An update on the epic reintroduction effort - Joe Burnett
No bird on the Central Coast is as magnificent and globally important as the California Condor. The largest flying bird in North
America, this critically endangered species is slowly easing back from the edge of extinction. Join us for an important update
on successes and set-backs in the restoration effort.
April 8: Owls and Raptors of the Rocky Mountain West - Ed MacKerrow
For the past 30 years Ed has lived in Northern New Mexico where the light has a whimsical quality he communicates through
photography, with a special emphasis on images of raptors and owls. Many of his photographs are the result of solo ski
ascents, hikes, and hours spent in blinds. The owls are also his research subjects where he is currently investigating how
climate change and human activity affects owl behavior and ecology.
May 13: Managing the suburban-wilderness interface in the Santa Lucia Mountains
The protected lands administered by the Santa Lucia Conservancy are located within a residential community known as the
elagic rips
Santa Lucia Preserve. Created in the early 1990's, the Preserve's development design permanently protected 18,000 acres of
Bay"Rancho
hosts excellent
Pelagic
trips its
forecological,
both birdsscenic,
and whales
(and occasionally
turtles!). Although
theMonterey
20,000 acre
San Carlos"
to ensure
and scientific
values are sustained.
During theMonterey
design
Audubon
does
not
directly
conduct
Pelagic
Trips,
we
do
recommend
either
of
our
two
local
Pelagic
trip
tour
operators:
process, the Conservancy was created and endowed to provide an independent organization to manage, defend, and study
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MEMBERSHIP

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeiereyes@aol.com

JAN SCOTT
bjweed@montereybay.com

1st VICE PRESIDENT

CHRIS HARTZELL
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net

CONSERVATION

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeierEyes@aol.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

JAN SCOTT
bjweed@montereybay.com

FIELD TRIPS

ROBERT HORN
rhorn@montereybay.com

TREASURER/SECRETARY

AME WELLS-HARTZELL
mzlaughalot@yahoo.com

PROGRAMS

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeierEyes@aol.com

DIRECTORS

WEBMASTER

CHRIS TENNEY
tenneyx2@mac.com
ROBERT HORN
rhorn@montereybay.com
TONI KIMPLE
tonikimple@gmail.com
COOPER SCOLLAN
scollancooper@yahoo.com

SANDERLING EDITOR

PUBLIC RELATIONS

TONI KIMPLE
tonikimple@gmail.com

Please send my subscription to: (please print clearly)
NAME_______________________________________

CHRIS TENNEY
tenneyx2@mac.com
CHRIS HARTZELL
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net

Monterey Audubon’s The Sanderling newsletter
is searching for writers and an editor. If you
would be interested in putting your own touch to
the decades old newsletter, read by over 1,000
readers, please contact us at:
montereyaudubon@yahoo.com

ADDRESS____________________________________
CITY_________________STATE________ZIP_______
Make checks payable and remit to:

Monterey Audubon Society C2ZC050Z
PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921
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MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (831) 250-4550
MAS website: www.montereyaudubon.org
email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com
Monterey Birds book $5 at monthly programs
Monterey Bay Birders listserv:
www.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html
Santa Cruz birders: www.santacruzbirdclub.org

NOTICE!!! The Monterey Rare Bird Alert’s NEW number is (831) 250-4550 starting March 1

Sightings
Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Alert
2/11 Black-headed Grosbeak – Frog Pond, 2/5 Red-breasted Sapsucker – Hacienda in Carmel, 1/29 Palm Warbler – El
Carmelo Cemetery, 1/28 Sage Thrasher – Hwy 146, 1/25 Greater White-fronted Geese – Pt Lobos horse corral, 1/20
Caspian Tern – Elkhorn Slough (unusual date for them), 1/19 Greater White-fronted Goose, Burrowing Owl – Moon Glow
Dairy, Eurasion Wigeon – Porter Marsh, 1/18 Ross’s Geese – Carmel Lagoon, 1/17 Common Mergansers – Carmel Lagoon,
1/15 Black Scoter, White-winged Scoter – Del Monte Beach, House Wren – Pt. Lobos, 1/13, Red-breasted Sapsucker –
George Washington Park, 1/13 White-winged Dove – Moss Landing cemetery area, 1/12 Black-and-white Warbler –
Asilomar Ave in PG, 1/12 Black-headed Grosbeak – Oak Hills

Christmas Count Summary
Around 20 counters participated in the Big Sur Christmas Count on December 15. We recorded 131 species, just above
average. Highlights were a Burrowing Owl at the El Sur Ranch. Cackling Geese around the mesa at Andrew Molera included
both the expected races, and a Ross's Goose was in the area as well. A stunning drake Harlequin Duck was just off the Little
Sur mouth. Merlin, Peregrine Falcons, California Condor and Golden Eagle were all recorded. We had Sooty, Blackvented and Pink-footed Shearwaters offshore and a flyby Ancient Murrelet. Notable shorebirds were Snowy Plovers at the
Little Sur and Least Sandpipers near the River mouth. In the Ventana Wilderness near Pico Blanco a Cassin's Vireo sang. The
only true vagrant of the count was a single Black-and-white Warbler in the headlands patch at Andrew Molera St. Park.
On Dec 27, MAS hosted its 114th annual Monterey Peninsula Christmas Bird Count, tallying some 183 species-a little
above average. The high species diversity was thanks largely to a Monterey Seabirds boat cruise which recorded Tufted Puffin
and Ancient Murrelet. A Marbled Murrelet and two Black Scoters were seen from shore. The best bird of the count was a
Brown Thrasher at a private feeder in Pacific Grove, incredibly joined by a Rose-breasted Grosbeak and Summer Tanager
(for count week) in the same yard! We did well on the scarce-to-rare but regular birds like Mountain Quail (Palo Corona),
8
Bell's Sparrow (Fort Ord), Rufous-crowned Sparrow (PaloPage
Corona),
Wandering Tattler and others. -Blake Matheson

