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Fork-tailed Storm Petrel – David Pereksta

Most birders who live in Central California are well aware of the
unique and fabulous offshore features that make this region a superior magnet
for seabirds and marine mammals. Marine biologists consider it one of the
most productive marine environments in the world. This is validated by the
fact that Monterey Bay, Gulf of the Farallones and Cordell Bank, together form
one contiguous area that is afforded National Marine Sanctuary status. Each
one of these sanctuaries protects unique marine features, both near shore and
offshore in one of the world’s richest cool-water ecosystems, the California
Current. The combination of oceanographic and physical features, (i.e. winddriven currents, submarine canyons, banks, and islands) create a series of
habitats for seabirds and marine mammals unparalleled elsewhere in the
world’s oceans. All of these places can be easily reached by birders on one day
pelagic trips from various ports along the coast.
Monterey Bay is far and away the most popular departure port - and
for good reason. Being half-moon shaped, it is protected by the prevailing
northwesterly winds by the Santa Cruz Mountains. Unlike most other places
in the world, the 100 fathom (600 ft) line is only three miles from the outer
Monterey Peninsula. The most prominent feature however, is the Monterey
Submarine Canyon which plunges some 2 miles deep. It serves to bring
pelagic (open ocean) birds and marine mammals close to shore. From Pigeon
Guillemots along the kelp beds to Black-footed Albatrosses offshore,
Monterey Bay is often teaming with thousands upon thousands of pelagic
birds. In fact, a world record was set only one quarter mile off Point Pinos
when eight species of shearwaters were recorded one morning! Monterey
trips depart from Fisherman’s Wharf and most trips run about 7 hours, but a
few specialized trips run 12 hours.
…continued on page 2
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The Gulf of the Farallones, just North and West of San Francisco Bay, was designated a National Marine Sanctuary
in 1981 to protect its many marine habitats. These offshore islands comprise the largest breeding seabird colonies on the West
Coast, south of Alaska. They provide breeding and feeding grounds for at least 25 endangered or threatened species and over
35 marine mammal species. One of the last populations of Steller Sea Lions, over a quarter-million breeding seabirds, and one
of the planet’s main concentrations of Great White Sharks can be found at these islands. In addition, a large percentage of the
world population of Ashy Storm-Petrel breeds here. Being completely protected, landing on the islands is not permitted. These
islands lie about 25 miles offshore and reached by 9 hour pelagic trips departing from Sausalito and sometimes Half Moon Bay.
Cordell Bank, just north of the Farallones, is another extremely
Buller’s Shearwater – Todd McGrath
productive Marine Sanctuary. It is a rocky bank roughly 4.5 miles wide by
9.5 miles long, covering an area of approximately 26 square miles, and is the
centerpiece of this entirely offshore sanctuary. The bank is completely
submerged under water and reaches within 115 feet of the ocean’s surface.
Deep water, 500 fathoms, can be easily reached on one day pelagic trips.
There is nowhere in North America that has recorded as many rare and
mega-rare seabirds as the Cordell Bank trips! The few pelagic trips that
operate in this region depart from Port O’ Bodega, Bodega Bay and are
generally 9 hours.
Hands down, the best time of year to visit any of these regions is
from late July through November, the fall migration period when many trips
departing from Monterey, Half Moon Bay, Sausalito and Bodega Bay are
offered. “Regularly” occurring species include: Black-footed Albatross;
Northern Fulmar; Sooty, Short-tailed, Pink-footed, Flesh-footed, and
Buller’s Shearwaters (my favorite); Black, Ashy, Fork-tailed, and Wilson’s
Storm-Petrels; Red-necked and Red Phalaropes; Pomarine, Parasitic, and
Long-tailed Jaegers; South Polar Skua; Black-legged Kittiwake, Sabine’s
Gull; Arctic, Common, and Elegant terns; Common Murre; Pigeon
(Debi’s favorite Seabird)
Guillemot; Marbled Murrelet (Half Moon Bay); Ancient Murrelet; Cassin’s
and Rhinoceros Auklet; and Tufted Puffin.
Pelagic Trip Tips: Here are some tips taken from various sources…
-Debi Shearwater

About The Author: Debi Shearwater is a
household name for any North American birder
interested in seabirds and a leader in the
seabirding world. Pioneering “seabirding trips”,
she started Shearwater Journeys in 1978. She has
logged over 4,500 days on the water, has had
several publications on birding at sea,
contributed to marine mammal research, coproduced a best-selling DVD on seabirds and
marine mammals, been featured in many books,
and was represented in the recent movie The Big
Year as “Annie Auklet”. She has served on the
Board of Directors for the American Birding
Association (ABA), a past officer of the Santa
Cruz Bird Club, and responsible for many
California seabird records. Shearwater Journeys
holds trips both locally and internationally,
where Debi leads expedition voyages to many
polar regions, including the Antarctic. You can
see more stories and pictures at her site…
(ShearwaterJourneys)

Seasickness: (no one item applies for everyone. Trial and error is the only way to
find out what works for you)
Night before
Pack early and get plenty of sleep the night before.
Avoid greasy foods the night before and the morning of the trip.
For some, ginger works – start 3 days beforehand.
Day of trip
Take a seasickness pill (be sure to follow the directions for the medication).
Scopalomine patches and magnetic bracelets are effective for some people.
Dress warmly and in layers (Some people get sick when their ears get cold).
Bring a hat and sunglasses (Some people get sick with constant glare).
Drink plenty of fluids and eat regularly in small portions.
Stay out of the cabin. Fresh air is the best prevention and remedy.
During seasickness
For some, ginger capsules may work. CAUTION: for some it causes seasickness.
Try a dab of White Flower Oil on your upper lip.
Stop looking at animals and watch the horizon.
Don’t be embarrassed to vomit (in fact, many people feel better afterwards).
NOTE: Always go over the rail outside, NOT in the bathroom!
Optics:
Binoculars with comfortable neck strap, lens cloth. For photographers –
camera, towel, rain or splash cover, and lenses up to 400mm preferably zoom
(larger/heavier telephotos can be too difficult to wield and get a focus lock).
Miscellaneous:
Windproof gloves, food and water (not all boats provide it), hand sanitizer,
sunblock (even on foggy days!), warm weatherproof footwear.
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Tim’s Wonderland Dream
“That’s a Rufous-sided Towhee,” she said as we were walking through the forest. “How can you tell?” I asked. “By its
song”. “Are you kidding? You can tell a bird just by its song? How can that be?” And just like that, I found my ‘White Rabbit’.
Twenty years ago, I was pulled into a fantastic quest, but unlike Alice, I have yet to emerge from Monterey’s ‘Wonderland’.
Along the way I have met some colorful characters, had great adventures, and considered myself mad many times with what
seemed like distant dreams. But one dream in particular, being a seabird trip leader, apparently comes true.
First, let me start by saying that with the cast of characters involved in my journey, I didn’t stand a chance. By 1996, I
had already been birding for a couple of years when I walked into the lunchroom of my workplace and met the ‘Red Queen’,
Rita Carratello who ruled the original Monterey Audubon Birdbox, and the ‘Red King’, Don Roberson, leading the charge
on Monterey bird records. By encouraging me to list all the birds I’d seen up until then as part of this hobby, Rita almost
single-handedly guaranteed that I’d spend too many days obsessing and planning and generally forgetting/ignoring lots of
responsibilities. Did she know then that I was doomed to a life of listing? I have to believe she did. Then there was the
‘Cheshire Cat’, Rob Fowler, whom I met in the willows on the trail at Andrew Molera. He would prove to be only too
willing and eager to join me grinning all the way in this new addiction. The ‘March Hare’ was Steve Rovell, who could be
counted on to find more owls for more people than any other. Finally, I have to include the ‘Doormouse’, Carole Rose, who
always preferred sleeping in to any dawn chorus, and her fabulous ‘Mad Hatter’, Larry Rose, who called me on the phone for
an Arctic Loon in Monterey (my 400th county bird). These are just some of the folks who shared their great birds and
knowledge with enthusiasm and joy.
As for the adventures, it has often been a surreal rabbit hole with plenty of allies and plenty of nemeses. I saw a Little
Curlew in the county before I saw a Yellow-breasted Chat. I got a Hudsonian Godwit, but I still don’t have an Evening
Grosbeak in the entire U.S. I did a county Big Year in 2007 and got 320 species, but couldn’t get out of the 390’s for another
six years. I ran up and down most of the major summits in Monterey County, got covered in easily more than 1000 ticks
(136 on one day alone), and was scared by Rattlesnakes and Tarantulas and angry “Prunetuckians” (of which I am one). I did
bird walks, Christmas counts, and Big Days, all preparing me for my dream.
And so this leads me to the dreamy part of my tale. It happened when I came upon the ‘Caterpillar smoking a hookah on
a giant mushroom’, Roger Wolfe of Monterey Seabirds. He encouraged me to go to sea and that would surely help with my
quest. Boy was he right. Six years later, several new friends (Capt. Richard Ternullo and the rest of the leaders are certainly
snark-hunters extraordinaire) and dozens of great birds, I still won’t get off the boat! In fact, it has been a lifelong dream of
mine to be a naturalist at sea, and now because of this mad pursuit, the dream is coming true.
With infinite thanks to Roger Wolfe, I will be taking over as the new face of Monterey Seabirds
this May. We’re starting with 10 trips this year, and I’m hoping to share the pleasure of this mad
pursuit with all who will go to sea with me (Wonderland costumes optional).
So a word of advice dear reader, if birding is your white rabbit, join the Sea Party in Wonderland
and go mad a little bit. It can be a dream come true in more ways than one.

-Tim Amaral, Monterey Seabirds
Monterey Bay Submarine Canyon: Located along the central California coast, Monterey Bay contains the largest and
deepest submarine canyon in North America and it's one of the few canyons that bisects the coastline so close to shore. This
allows deep water species of marine mammals and seabirds to be found relatively near shore and accessible for day trips. This
region is extremely productive and rich biologically due to coastal upwelling and bathymetric features. Monterey Bay's continental
shelf and submarine canyon support a variety of habitats with one of the highest diversities of marine mammals in the world. 26
species of marine mammals have been observed here, including five species of seals and sea lions, the Southern Sea Otter and 94
species of seabirds.
The Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary is the largest United States National Marine Sanctuary, encompassing 5,312
square miles extending from the Gulf of the Farallones National Marine Sanctuary in the north, to San Simeon south of Big Sur.
This extremely rich area centers around the Monterey Submarine Canyon, comparable in size and shape to the Grand Canyon. The
canyon extends over 50 miles offshore, reaching depths near 12,000 feet.
The central California coast is one of only five major upwelling regions in the world. Upwelling is a phenomenon where cold
nutrient-rich water is driven to the surface due to wind, the angle of the coastline, and the rotation of the earth. This cold deep
water is filled with nutrients, and during the spring when the northwest winds blow, this rich water is brought to the surface and
with fuel from the sun creates surface plankton blooms. This plankton forms the basis of the food chain for all marine animals.
Whales, dolphins, and seabirds concentrate in the waters of central California including Monterey Bay to feed on an abundance of
krill, fish, and squid supported by these intense plankton blooms.
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-Monterey Bay Whale Watch

Sea Life Viewing
It is important to know the difference of going on a whale watching trip and a pelagic bird trip. The vast majority of whale
watching trips not only do not stop for seabirds, but a great many of the naturalists on board do not know seabirds and are not
looking out for them. Need an example? Many whale watching trips went to the Farallones last summer and never once saw the
Northern Gannet, nor looked for it. Only those who attended the pelagic bird trip saw it. It is not to say that pelagic bird trips
do not pay attention to marine mammals, as trips often spend a short time viewing them. But if the primary reason for getting
out on the ocean is pelagic birds, don’t substitute with a whale watching trip!
Gray Whales = South migration - Dec-Jan. North migration w/ young - Feb-May
Humpback Whales = Apr-Nov
Blue, Minke, Fin*, Baird’s Beaked* Whales = Jun-Oct
Sperm Whales* = Year-round
Orcas = Year-round, April/May are peak when they hunt Gray Whale calves
Harbor and Dall’s Porpoises = Year-round
Pacific White-sided, Northern Right Whale, Risso,
Pacific White-sided Dolphins in Monterey Bay
& Common Dolphins = Winter - small groups, Summer - super pods
Ocean Sunfish, Blue Shark, Leatherback Sea Turtles = Spring-Fall during warmer waters Chris Hartzell
Great White Sharks = Year-round, but peak at the Farallones Aug-Dec.
*random sightings in usually deeper waters
Recent marine mammal sightings here (MontereyBayWhaleWatch) and check out the American Cetacean Society here (ASConline.org)

Depth Is Death
Every year, migrating Gray Whales encounter a potentially lethal location. On their return journey North in the spring,
they are followed by young calves who are small, slow, and unable to hold their breath for long. However, along the way, they
face a tough and unique obstacle when they reach the large cut out in California known as Monterey Bay.
Off California, in general, there are three “types” of Orcas usually seen; Resident, Transient, and Offshore (find out more
here OrcaNetwork.org). Resident Orcas are usually found off Washington (J,K,L pods), they feed primarily on fish, usually
stay more local, and have different markings and characteristics than Transient.
Side Story: While doing Orca research
Resident pods have been seen venturing as far south as Santa Barbara on rare
off of Washington in the early 90’s, I
occasions. Both Transient and Offshore have no “home” per se. Offshore feed on
was fortunate to experience the range
of Orca language “dialects” first-hand.
squid, sharks, fish, and occasionally marine mammals. They’ve even been witnessed
While conducting hydrophonic
attacking and eating Great White Sharks off the Farallones. Transient primarily feed
recordings of K pod (if I recall correctly
on marine mammals, including seals, otters, whales, and dolphins. All three types
it was K), a large pod of Transients
have completely different “dialects” of language (see “Side Story”).
came into the bay. I was able to first
Orcas generally need deeper water (approx. 50ft or deeper) to gain momentum hear the dialect of K pod, then the
to ram, separate, and attack young Gray Whale calves from their mother, which is
Transients, then how they both
why you see Gray Whales with calves closer to shore when they go North. Although
changed to a totally different dialect to
Orcas can be found in our waters year round, they make a notable presence come
talk to each other (a very rare
spring, where they lie in wait for the mothers faced with crossing the deeper waters of occurrence). It was a super-pod of
the Monterey Bay Submarine Canyon. During April and May, attacks increase greatly, Orcas over 100 strong and the range of
and in some years, there have been as many as two per week seen on average over 10 sounds were spectacular! You can listen
to Orca sounds at these sites. -C.Hartzell
weeks. The sight can be dramatic and exciting, but also gruesome and sad.
WhaleResearch.com
-Chris Hartzell (additional credit: biologist Nancy Black, Monterey Bay Whale Watch)
Orca-Live.net Orcasound.net

Every Trip Is An Adventure
One of my favorite things about leading pelagic trips for Shearwater Journeys is the opportunity to help
birders from around the world create memories that’ll last their lifetime. Whether it’s the excitement of
passengers jumping up in response to the day’s first call of “AL-BA-TROSS!!”, or witnessing something
completely unexpected, the sense of adventure and anticipation is always there. October 2, 2008 was
one of those extraordinary days. Besides great birds, a pod of Orcas engaged in a spectacular chase and
capture of a Common Dolphin (photo). True to their nature, the Orcas repeatedly leaped out of the
water while simultaneously tossing the dolphin high above them. Simply incredible. But whether it's a
day like that, a trip with a seabird mega-rarity, or someone getting their 700th ABA-area bird, every trip is
special. The ocean is our last great frontier, and here in Monterey, it's right at our doorstep.
Orca vs. Dolphin - Clay Kempf
See more of Clay’s pictures at his site pbase.com/ternvomitthief

-Clay Kempf
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Rarest Seabirds Off Central California
The "rarest" seabird is very subjective. The rarest
altogether
may be the Light-mantled
Back
In Time
page
4, to the Farallones Islands
Albatross seen off Marin in 1994. The rarest seabird I'veFrom
seen on
a trip
was a Northern Gannet in 2012, a first record for North America. The rarest on Monterey Bay
was a Great-winged Petrel in 1998. This was the first record for Monterey Bay and second for
North America. And in 2010, the rarest on a Half Moon Bay trip was a Cook's Petrel. Many rare
seabirds have been found on our Bodega Bay trips: three different Shy Albatrosses; Great-winged,
Hawaiian, and Cook's Petrels, to name only a few. Although two MEGA rare seabirds in one day
are very, very rare, we have accomplished it a couple of times.
On one double-mega day we departed Port O'Bodega and found a Long-billed Murrelet
just outside of the harbor entrance. After 45 minutes, the Captain said the boat was busted and
we would have to abort the rest of the trip. The weather was superb and I was not about to let
Northern Gannet
that day go by. After a lot of haggling, I got another boat. We went out and found a Shy Albatross
at Farallones
Alex R. Abela
which flew right up to the vessel and landed on the water.
Another time we departed Port O' Bodega headed to Cordell Bank, where a large drag boat was pulling a net with
hoards of birds around. As we were pulling away, leader Jim Danzenbaker said he, "saw something weird”. Scanning over and
over, I saw this seabird sitting on the water that I knew I had never seen in my life. The first North American and first
Northern Hemisphere record of a Great-winged Petrel! On the return to the harbor Jim gave another yell just as a Hawaiian
Petrel was flying through our wake. It was one incredibly thrilled bunch of sea birders - that is, except for one lady who was
pouting. When I asked her what was wrong, she replied she had come to see a Tufted Puffin which we did not find. I pointed
out that we had seen two incredibly rare seabirds. Unrelentingly, she replied she had gone all the way to Hawaii to see a
Tufted Puffin and missed it there, too. When I asked her if she had checked the range map for that species, she replied that it
was her husband's job! ...True story.
-Debi Shearwater

Tubenoses: Are seabirds only

All About…
Albatross: There are 22 species of Albatross. They
are among the largest birds in the world and found
Laysan Albatross
in all but one of the world’s oceans (North
Todd McGrath
Atlantic). Most breed in the Southern Hemisphere,
but three species live in the North Pacific, and one
breeds on the equator. They can be divided into
four groups:
• Great- which have predominantly white plumage.
• Mollymawks- medium-sized Albatrosses with gull-like
plumage and brightly colored orange or yellow beaks.
• North Pacific - the most tropical of all the Albatrosses.
• Sooty, or Sooties - small albatrosses which have very distinctive black plumage.
Of the 22 species;
 3 are critically endangered, facing imminent extinction.
 14 are at high risk for extinction.
The greatest threats are Long-line fishing/trawling (approx. 150,000/yr.), plastic debris
(40% of Laysan chicks die from ingested plastic each year), introduced predators (Tristan
Albatross is being decimated by introduced house mice), and other sources such as disease,
food depletion, loss of habitat.
The Albatross is a significant cultural icon by many native tribes and became a sailing
omen of good luck. The Albatross received international notoriety in Taylor Coleridge’s poem
The Rime of the Ancient Mariner where a mariner who kills an Albatross curses the ship and is
forced to wear it around his neck. Since then, it has also become a metaphor for carrying a
burden…“an Albatross around my neck”.
-

Chris Hartzell

Many Pelagic birds are threatened or endangered. To find out more about helping them,
visit these helpful orgs… rspb.org/albatross
abcbirds.org
islandconservation.org
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coming to shore to breed and
nest in colonies. They fly long
distances using gliding and have
difficulty walking. They have
“tubes” on the tops of their
beaks that help them smell
odors from food sources as well
as assist in excess salt removal.

Alcids: Are smaller sea birds
specialized at diving and “flying”
underwater. They breed in
colonies and can fly long ranges
at high speed using faster wing
beats due to shorter wings. The
icons of the Alcid family are the
Puffins with big colorful bills.

Skuas: Are aggressive
predatory sea birds with long
hooked beaks and webbed feet
with sharp claws. They are
excellent fliers and highly
acrobatic. They are separated
from Gulls by a fleshy “cere” at
the base of the bill. They are
hunters and “kleptoparasites”,
often stealing prey from other
birds. They have been seen
attacking and killing larger birds,
including gulls and herons.

Trivia Fact: Sea Turtles are not uncommon off the central California coast, although very
rare to spot. They follow warmer waters where jellyfish may be prominent. Their love for
jellyfish makes them susceptible to digesting pollution by mistaking balloons that have been
released from land and plastic bags for their favorite food. Although there are a few species
that have a few records off the California Coast, the Leatherback Sea Turtle is the only one
that returns to Monterey Bay every summer and is the turtle most likely to be seen by oceangoers. The Leatherback is the largest Sea Turtle at 4-9 ft. and can weigh as much as 1500 lbs.
Their front flippers can grow up to 9 ft. long as well. They spend most of their time
underwater, but as air-breathers, they must come up for air which is when they can be
spotted. They can be rather skittish and often dive before being approached. This photo
Leatherback Sea Turtle – San Mateo
taken is one of the best images captured of a local surfacing Leatherback.
Clay Kempf

Field Trips
Field trips are free unless otherwise stated. Times are estimates. Please RSVP leaders at the contact info provided.
Sat. May 4 – 6:30am-4pm: Arroyo Seco Birds & Butterflies
Spring is a great time to explore the breathtaking Arroyo Seco River and gorge, before hot summer temperatures set in. In the
early morning, we’ll look for spring migrant warblers and flycatchers, as well as breeding birds like Rufous-crowned Sparrow and
Canyon Wren. As the morning warms up, we’ll shift attention to butterflies, possibly up to 20 species, including four Checkerspot
species (Variable, Gabb’s, Leanira, and Edith’s). Bring lunch and water, and plan on 2-3 miles of leisurely walking on Indians Rd.
Meet: 6:30am Wild Bird Haven for carpooling RSVP: Chris Tenney 831-656-9830 tenneyx2@mac.com.
Sat. May 18 – Andrew Molera State Park
Known as one of our finest areas for birding in the county, this state park offers the birder a chance to not only find outstanding
native birds, but on a fairly regular basis, some of the rarer vagrant birds too. Located about 20 miles south of Carmel along
scenic Hwy #1, the drive alone is worth the trip. Last year we had six California Condors, Peregrine Falcon, and the bird of the
day, a Yellow-breasted Chat. Bring lunch and water. RSVP: Blake Matheson for meeting time and location 831-596-9990.
Sat. June 8 – 7:00am-late afternoon: Santa Lucia Preserve Birds & Butterflies
Join us on a visit to the Santa Lucia Preserve, a private landholding adjacent to, and south of
Carmel Valley. Possible breeding birds include Grasshopper Sparrow, MacGillivray’s Warbler,
Hermit Thrush, and Mountain Quail. Weather permitting, butterflies will be on the wing by late
morning and we should expect to see 20 or more species. Possible highlights of the day could be
Swallowtails, Fritillaries, and other species on hilltops overlooking Carmel Valley. Bring lunch and
water. Access to this preserve is by special permission only, group limit 12 people.
Meet: 7:00am Wild Bird Haven. RSVP: Required. Chris Tenney 831-656-9830 tenneyx2@mac.com.
Pale Swallowtail - Chris Tenney

Western Tanager – Tom Grey

Sat. July 6 – 6:30am-4pm: Chews Ridge Birds & Butterflies
In the early morning we’ll search out specialty breeding birds of the high
country like Western Tanager and Black-chinned Sparrow. By late
morning, singing birds will have quieted down, but butterflies will be
nectaring at clumps of wildflowers. Among the 30+ butterfly species, we
should expect good looks at the endangered Unsilvered (Clemence’s)
Fritillary, now limited to a few small colonies in the Ventana Wilderness.
Bring lunch and water. Meet: 6:30am Wild Bird Haven for carpooling.
RSVP: Chris Tenney 831-656-9830 tenneyx2@mac.com and Dave Styer
831-633-2590 david.styer@sbcglobal.net.

Pelagic Trips
Monterey Bay hosts excellent Pelagic trips for both birds and whales (& turtles!). Although Monterey Audubon does not directly
conduct Pelagic trips, we do recommend either of our two local Pelagic trip tour operators:
Monterey Seabirds: 831-375-4658
montereyseabirds.com

Shearwater Journeys: 831-637-8527
shearwaterjourneys.com
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Events
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Thursday Sept. 12 through Sunday Sept. 15 : Monterey Bay Birding Festival
Designed for both seasoned and beginning birders, as well as outdoor lovers, the festival offers a unique opportunity to
explore, learn and appreciate world class habitats such as the Monterey Bay National Marine Sanctuary, Elkhorn Slough
National Marine Estuary, and Pinnacles National Monument. Specially designed field trips will take participants to Big Sur
to see California condors. Join a pelagic trip by Shearwater Journeys to one of the world's most productive regions for
albatrosses, shearwaters, storm-petrels and more. Jump into a kayak and get closer to nature or take a scenic ride at
Elkhorn Slough Safari. All field trips are led by top quality, friendly leaders. Online registration will begin May 13, 2013 for
each birding event offered a la carte, so you we'll be able to mix and match outings according to personal interests.
Contact: montereybaybirding.org

Meetings & Programs

Board meetings & Programs are open to the public and held at the Pacific Grove Museum the 2nd Tuesday of each month.
Board meetings start at 6:00pm followed by educational & informational programs at 7:30pm, preceded by refreshments.
(Times subject to change. Check online or contact us to see about any changes or agendas)
Tues May 14: The Mysterious and Imperiled Marbled Murrelet - Portia Halbert
Discover the elusive, endangered Marbled Murrelet, which lives most of its life at sea, but nests only in the tallest trees
in the world. The story begins with how this mysterious bird was re-discovered (at Big Basin Redwoods State Park in the
1970s), and then takes to the high seas and back in time with Captain Cook, fast forwards to the Smithsonian Institute,
and returns to the foggy coastal forests of Northern California. Learn about Marbled Murrelet habitat, life cycle and the
scientific efforts underway to prevent its extinction.
June 11: Alternative Energy and Birds - Garry George
Can we protect endangered birds and develop alternative energy in California at the same time?
Few in the conservation community dispute the fact that global warming is the biggest environmental threat in our
lifetime. Audubon has documented the potential losses to birds in California if steps aren’t taken to reduce global
greenhouse gases. But while we strongly support the conversion to renewable sources of energy, Audubon is also
working to ensure that the development of wind, solar, and biomass energy is conducted in a responsible manner that
minimizes impacts on birds and their habitats. Join legendary world birder and California Audubon energy policy
coordinator Garry George for a very important update on state wide alternative
energy development, its varied impacts to California’s birds and wildlife, and
what is, and can be done, to try and harmonize alternative energy development
with the needs of sensitive species.
July 9: Great White Sharks of Monterey Bay – Dr. Taylor Chappell
The Great White Sharks of Monterey Bay are a much discussed, but poorly
understand population of our Planet’s most notorious predator. Join us for a
special presentation by Dr. Taylor Chappell of Hopkins Marine Lab, who is
helping tag, track, and monitor the sharks of our region. Taylor will discuss the
sharks, their ecology, and their conservation, including recent efforts to list our
Great Whites as endangered under the Endangered Species Act.
August 13: TBD

Great White Shark - Mexico
Chris Hartzell

Writers Wanted!
The Sanderling newsletter is always in need of article submissions, stories, and pictures. Topics are wide ranging and can
be local or afar. All ages are welcome to contact the editor to inquire about contributing. The Sanderling is currently
distributed 3-4 times per year and based on the seasons, with submission due approximately 2 months prior to their
distribution. For more info or to submit, contact the editor at montereyaudubon@yahoo.com.

Volunteer!
Monterey Audubon is always in search of volunteers. We use volunteers to lead field trips, be on the Board
of Directors, staff events, and submit articles for The Sanderling newsletter. If you would be interested in
helping out, please contact us at: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com
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Board Of Directors
PRESIDENT

MONTEREY AUDUBON SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP

MEMBERSHIP

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeiereyes@aol.com

JAN SCOTT
bjweed@montereybay.com

1st VICE PRESIDENT

CONSERVATION

CHRIS HARTZELL
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeierEyes@aol.com

2nd VICE PRESIDENT

JAN SCOTT
bjweed@montereybay.com

FIELD TRIPS

ROBERT HORN
rhorn@montereybay.com

TREASURER/SECRETARY

AME WELLS-HARTZELL
mzlaughalot@yahoo.com

PROGRAMS

BLAKE MATHESON
lammergeierEyes@aol.com

DIRECTORS

WEBMASTER

CHRIS TENNEY
tenneyx2@mac.com
ROBERT HORN
rhorn@montereybay.com
TONI KIMPLE
tonikimple@gmail.com
COOPER SCOLLAN
scollancooper@yahoo.com

SANDERLING EDITOR

PUBLIC RELATIONS

TONI KIMPLE
tonikimple@gmail.com

__$20 1-year Monterey Audubon membership
(includes Sanderling newsletter subscription)
__$35 1-year National Audubon membership
(includes Audubon magazine subscription)
__$50 1-year Audubon & Monterey Chapter membership
(includes both publications)
I would like to help Audubon’s mission & make an
additional tax deductible donation in the amount of $_______
Please send my subscription to: (please print clearly)

NAME_______________________________________

CHRIS TENNEY
tenneyx2@mac.com
CHRIS HARTZELL
c.hartzell@sbcglobal.net

Membership dues payable each January

ADDRESS____________________________________
CITY_________________STATE________ZIP_______
Make checks payable and remit to:

Monterey Audubon Society C2ZC050Z
PO Box 5656 Carmel, CA 93921

Resources

Non-Profit Org.
U.S. POSTAGE

PAID

Permit #355
Carmel, CA

MONTEREY RARE BIRD ALERT (831) 626-6605
MAS website: www.montereyaudubon.org
email: montereyaudubon@yahoo.com
Monterey Birds book $5 at monthly programs
Monterey Bay Birders listserv:
www.santacruzbirdclub.org/Listservers.html
Santa Cruz birders: www.santacruzbirdclub.org

Sightings
Recent reports of the more rare and unusual sightings from the Rare Bird Alert
4/16 Brant – Moss Landing harbor, 4/14 Laughing Gull – Moss Landing harbor, Black-chinned Hummingbird – El Estero
Cemetery, 4/11 Black-throated Gray Warblers, Lawrence’s Goldfinch, Golden Eagle – Carmel Valley, 4/10 Sandhill Crane,
Ross’s Goose, Greater White-fronted Geese, White-throated Sparrow - Moon Glow Dairy, Glaucous Gull, Laughing Gull –
Moss Landing harbor, 4/6 Cassin’s Kingbird – Toro Creek, 4/5 White-throated Sparrow – Oak Hills, 3/31 Pacific GoldenPlover – Seal Rock area in Pebble Beach, 3/30 Brown Booby – Pt. Pinos seawatch, 3/28 Short-eared Owl – Pacific Grove
beach area, Pacific Golden-Plover – Seal Rock in Pebble Beach, Vermilion Flycatcher – Pt. Pinos, 3/24 Brant – Spanish Bay,
3/21 Red Crossbills – Pacific Grove residential area, 3/18 Orchard Oriole – near Hawthorne in Monterey, 3/17 Tennessee
Warbler – near Hawthorne in Monterey, 3/16 Manx Shearwater, Sooty Shearwater, Pink-footed Shearwater – Monterey
Bay, 3/13 Orchard Oriole – near Hoffman in Monterey, 3/10 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker – Carmel River area east of Carmel
Middle School, 3/6 Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (different bird) near Holman in Carmel Valley.

Special Visitors

Rich Fournier

Sarah Lane

The Vermilion Flycatcher and Sandhill Crane
have been regularly found for over a couple
months now. The Sandhill Crane was originally
spotted in the Jetty Road area, but recently
been frequenting the area across the slough
from Moon Glow Dairy. The Vermilion
Flycatcher is frequenting the area around the
golf course at Crespi Pond in Pacific Grove.
Both birds are not only unusual to our area, but
have been rather easy finds for those wishing
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to see them.

Hanako
Wood
Steve
Rovell

